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Hi everyone. I'm Kirsten McDonald. Maybe you read my Idiom Corner every month?
This is the last time I'll appear in Okagaki’s Koho as [ my work has finished and I'm
leaving Japan.

[ have had three great years in Japan. I was lucky enough to have the rare privelege
of working in Japanese schools. Many teachers helped me by explaining who to do and
what was happening around me. It was wonderful to meet so many great students who
often tried to communicate with me. I also enjoyed teaching many members ol Okagaki
English conversation. They in turn, taught me many things about Japanese culture.

Although my work was to teach English, [ think that I have learnt so much more from
you. For example, your language (a little!), your customs and your thinking. [ have
particularly enjoyed learning Japanese calligraphy and the tea ceremony, though at times
my legs yelled in pain-*

[ will never forget my experiences here, the kindness of Okagaki's people and the
friends I have made. Thank you very much. I hope to come back to Okagaki some day.
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